St. Mary Catholic Church ~ St. Joseph Catholic Missio

P O Box 388, Plantersville, Texas 77363
~~~~ DECEMBER, 2016 ~~~~

Archdiocese of Galveston~Houston
Daniel Cardinal DiNardo

Fr. Edward C. Kucera, Jr. ~ Pasj
Fr. William T. Kelly ~ In Residence

936-894-2016
Deacon David G. Garvis

Parish Office ~ 936~894~2223

(Monday ~ Friday 8:00 am ~ 5:00 pm)

(Lunch ~ Closed ~ 12:00 pm ~ 1:00 pm)

Parish Fax ~ 936~894~3613

Website: www.smsj.org
General E~Mail: info@smsj.org

MASS SCHEDULE

St. Maryii Plantersville

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & First Friday:00 a.m.
Saturday ~ 5:30 p.m. & Sunday ~ 7:45, 9:00 & 10:30 a.

St. Joseph Stoneham
Tuesday ~ 9:00 a.m. & Sunday

~7:30 a.m.
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If you are new to the area and would like to become a member of our parish, please call the

office. Or pick up a blue registration form in back of the church, fill it out and return to the
office by mail or drop it in the collection basket. Or register online at www.smsj.org.




AND NOW A WORD FROM YOUR

-: ExXcuseséexcuseséexcuses. For about tv

fa more than a few excuses why | wasnot abl e

sever al men of our parish were encouragi:Hr

around here someti me. Grpa n teesd ietvéesn hwahredn

enough notice. Granted | have a speci al

Retreat Center and our mends yearly retre

too Iong from Bridgeté.though, now that |
excuse. She drives me crazy! I would even crin
finally relented and agreed to participate in th
Houston on a weekend in July. -modwasattoo berangart
I went with the mantras 6t his is going to be go
realize now that participating in the retreat an
was definitely the right way to be intmodeceadotro
our mendés retreat jointly | ed by a combined team
St Mar y. It was held outside Tomball at a wond
exi sted.

I di nét realize how much preparation the ACT
bl e and spiritually wuplifting opportunity for th
met an evening a week for ten weeks prior to the
rehearsed so those on retreat woul dndét be distra
facility where the retreat was held was checked
retreat were meticulously worked out, including
bl e 24/ 7. Each team member had a specific role
sincerity and humility. I find it hard to find
and how indebted to them for their enthusiasm an
retreat.

Many aspects of the retreat are secret or, to
retreatants. The reason is not that it is some
profound and unexpected O6wow! 0. As someone who
ités a big 6wWOWH! | am al so pleased that the A
is taken up again in our annual Mends Retreat at
not in competition with one another. Each is a
Retreat building on what was experienced in ACTS

I would encourage all you guys who are | ookin
deepen an already active faith to seriously cons
always find an excuse to put off or just dismiss
to an ACTs retreat and go, youo6ll find yourself
ship to the Lord and the Church and parish stren

An ACTS Testimonyé
OAn ACTS retreat 1is unlike any other retreat
attend. I dm not the sort of person that att

highly recommend attending the ACTS retreat to everyone. If you want to
see the full power of the Holy Spirit work in the world today, you have to
attend this retreat. o

Kerry Mason, St. Mary Parishioner



CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS

AT ST. MARY/PLANTERSVILLE ~~~~~ ST. JOSEPH/STONEHAM

CHRISTMAS EVE ~ SATURDAY, DEC. 24

3: 00PMé. ST. MARY/ CHURCHé. . TRADI TI ONAL¢ée¢e
3:15PMé. ST. MARY/ HALLé. . CHI LDREN/ FOLKe.
5: 00PMé. ST. MARY/ CHURCHé. . TRADI TI ONALe.
5:15PMé. ST. MARY/ HALLé. . CHI LDREN/ FOLK.

7: 00PMé. ST. JOSEPH/ CHURCHé. TRADI TI ONALE.

*DUE TO THE INCREASED DANGER IN TRAVELING THE HIGHWAYS
SO LATE AT NIGHT FOR THOSE ATTENDING AND FOR OUR
LITURGICAL MINISTERS, WE WILL NOT HAVE A MIDNIGHT MASS

CHRISTMAS DAY ~ SUNDAY, DEC. 25
10: 30AMé. ST. MARY/ CHURCH. ... TRADI TI ONAL

and they would I i ke you
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(st . Josephos Catholic Mi ssioy

Calling all adult Catholics ( 18 year s ownhohawg eelelorated
the Sacraments of Baptism and First Eucharist but somehow missed

to help you become a fully initiated Catholic.

Of all the gifts given to mankind by God, there is none greater than the presence of the Holy Spirit. Waadeh
the Holy Spirit at Baptism, the Sacrament of Cooisnd
special outpouring of the Holy Spirit like that of Pentecost. This outpouring impresses on the soul an ingeliloleecs
a growth in the grace of Baptism. It roots the recipient more deeply in divine sonship, binds him more firenly to
Church, and reinvigorates the gifts of the Holy Spirit in his/her soul, giving a special strength to witness to the (
f a i Corlpéndiym of the Catechism of the Catholic CRurch, #268

Pope Franci s expl aThalolyBdiieis tieisduliefioaf t hbes Hpl g m&pgr
apostles, yet he wants that gift to reach evernoyeon
mai n wi t hdnlydo:ul &€)o.r elvteridos (t he Paraclete Spirit, the

world, bringing the Gospel! The Holy Spirit makes us look to the horizon and drives us to the very outskirtsoof 4
proclaim life in Jesus Christ. Let us ask ourselves: do we tend to stay closed in on ourselves, on ourgidulyp, or
Spirit open us to mission?o9

Our Adult Confirmation Team (Suzanne Hill, Betty Malavase, Bill Parsons, & Sharon Skeans) is ready tedprs
adult to celebrate this Sacrament in January 2017. For more information, ekednSttaconstdlidated.net
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mailto:skeans@consolidated.net
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Josephs-Church-Stoneham-Tx/365372713486229

Liturgical Reaa'/ngs for December

Dec 1:614 P69128:-2758A Mt-27: 2 4
Dec 2: -214s A29PSJ:l7Z7 Al 41, 9327
Dec 3 St. Fr an-ﬁilsZZGXaNiR?sr,-ﬂ-%?sA 13vex 1 @99 13865 a, 6
Dec 4 Second Sumsdadyw: df RPSSV7@Bt1:17 A -9RAm MitZ :34 \1
Dec 5:-10sA3Bs 1185,:1193 R0 2161 5: 17 ‘
Dec[ $t. Nishdanad] Rs 3942113 A1mt 18: 12
Dec 7 St. AmdT oA eRX, 450 3BQ11D53R0 Mt 11: 28
Dec 8 The ImmaClﬂnatSe59C2oOnc,5epR45| on8E@Lh-122, :38 33K 1: 26
Dec[ 9t . Juan Di eglos C4180u b PaxsB oldt16i-AQ Mt 11: 16
Dec 10:-489r MB8PsEH1ISONB, B, Mt5-187: 9a, 10
Dec 11 Third Susd®®m; dfo MAeweMe6A 618sA5M7A 11: 2
Dec 12 Our Lady o-l Dp®Rwadall: uiPen; 1A2d 1A: D4t -3B3t: Kkl 814:709 A L
Dec 13 St. 2L-098yA Be3BB219, 23-3R Mt 21: 28
Dec 14 St. John -8,fl82kel ACIPe s-B85,:11913 AD G :RK@BhL7 : 18b
Dec 15:10 sA 5P4s613D2 213, Bk 7:24
Dec 16 :3al3s6 A 6RF] B,78A2In6 5: 33
Dec 17: -G AoRL@BB2 117 Al Mt 1:1
Dec 18 Fourth Slumndh4l1®fRpMIBe AT RImALMR241: 18
Dec 19:7)J886ald: @5 AB: R 2% 1:5
Dec 20:14 sA T2suxs A1 Lx¥8 1: 26
Dec|[81. Pet erg Qatnfl sp uBga4A -Ps1BRI® A 4K 1: 39
Dec 22: -28 SA 1 536, B: A,-516k 1: 46
Dec[38. JohmMaodf-43 K2zt A |BsB250,414-6% Lk 1:57
Dec 24: -52 4%8m 174:al, 18 -A, P&, BO7LLk 1:67

+ CHRI STMAS
Dec 25 The Nativity losf-®t:le PEe3Qd 201Clh3r i % 4TmA s 41 12: 1
Dec 26 St. S—l@ph%%SMNR:St&\?;E:,::BG,JZTZA Mt 10: 17
Dec 27 St. Johh A apxneaAe:r A1IJBn20: 1a, 2
Dec 28 The Hol yd2nhokheBdss824: N8 41: 53
Dec[839. Thomas)@dz Ke R5R,%% Al Lk5 2: 22
Dec 30 The Ho -6y, -IFZa mi rl y@d ISAT RP2S23R, 248 : M1 5 2213 3
Dec 31 [S SyRtedtRs-125:18B1-A8d n2:11 4
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ANY SCRAPBOOKERS OUT
~ « THERE? WANT TO USE YOUR
A TALENT FOR THE PARISH?

and put them into a coherent history for future genera-

tions to enjoy and treasure. The parish Y oo |
will fund all mater
and talent that I
call[936-8942 22 3] and |
treasure chestsé.

@ ® _energy
( '-—-l -_:H."\Ia

4 The Parish Off
‘ A | have been collecting archival treasures cl osed for t he
I A

pertaining to the history of St. Mary and New VYear 0s Ho |
St. Joseph sine my arrival here in July 1999. Some have Froi De ¢ 23
been organized, but much have simply been stored & 'T Ues De ,C
waiting for that special team or person to salvage them ’
as well as Mo
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For assistance, call:
E (936) 894 2362
Christmas Soci
St . ncent de Paul
Our St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference C

Vi
Social will be on Sunday afternoon, December
p.m. in the Parish Hall. Ham will be provided and
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Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference welcomes new
bers. If you are interested in becoming a Vincentian,
call our President: Colleen Cremer ai5®36761.

Christmas for ol
o Join us in our Mission of fAServin

g serve with our St Vincent de Paul
? ﬁﬂStma Our Home Visit Team members have
friends to receive Christmas pres

for your hel p. I f you Would l i ke to assi st
AHel po |ink3 a2 &aB6 BO&4vV a message. You may
yourself or give us a check so they can be p
me mber s . Any questions, please cal I670ur. Pr e

OFFICE CL(Q
ON THURSD

Feast of the Immaculate Conception

of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(Holy Day of Obligation)

Thursday, December 8, 2016

Mass Schedule:

Vigil: We d . Dec.
Thurs. , Dec.

DECEMBER
FOR HOLY [

7 ar’

OBLIGATIOBE




LNFrom Fr. Bi | | :
.\
Before | turn to two other topics, I WO L
great response | received aflerfemy mede tada
back; af reary smamyn Cand God only knows wha e
Regi onal Hospital sent me home witimypdirmilsield enjfpsa
a few months or so!o When the word got around I
greatly thank al/l of those who were so kind. s F
fellow parishioners. Be assured of my prayers; I
you in my prayers.
There was a second reason | was disappointe I
[ Lukel@]9: das one of my favorites. I't was about] Za
ere not very popular for they actually fAbought t
themselves whatever fAextraodo they could get fro t h
heard that Jesus was passing through the regio an
man knew the people would not help him and, beijng
Jesus. But Zacchaeus was deter mi ned; he ran ahjead
Hi m. Thus when Jesus finally came wal king by, t h
|l eaves, all in his attempt to get at |l east a gl mp
that must have shocked Zacchaeus. l nstead of hjis
out: AZacchaeus, come down quickly for today I us |
Zacchaeus was amazed; he was filled with jo t h
out, called him by name, and was even going tof vVvi:
centr al part of that gospel passage. And, yotdgkno
chall enges us to seek to see Who Jesus is, to now
deepl y. He challenges each of wus to examine oyr |
pl e, Zacchaeus fAreceived Jesus with joy. o We tjJoo
such joy?06 ... .. or is it fear or indifference Jtha
continues to fAicome to seek and to save what wa (I
hearts and in our minds for Jesus to stay at ou h «
A few weeks ago we celebrated AlIl Saintsdé Dajy w
we might imitate them by Iliving lives which wilfl e
addition to all our prayers - perhaps prayijpg
And now to my third point: This December byl l e
Advent season. Shortl-gneafyear d aga, viedwasn HWelxmlsnd
St . Edwarddés Church in Spring. Their pastor, Hir .
day as did he o with a hearty greeting of #nAHap
day | came to appreciate his rather Auniqueodo opENI I
AHappy New Yearo is truly a fitting greetingl fo
of a new Church year. It begins annually on thje f
The Advent season urges each of us to focus onfthe
actual word fAadventdv eontvahsi cfhr onme atnhse fiLaat icnonfii ng. q]
people who waited for so many centuries for -fab
coming ..... first as the child of Mary on Chript m;
Il n our churches and hopefully in our homes Jwe
circle symbolizing the perfection of God. On tghi s
of Advent and the four virtues of Hope, Love, oy
purple while the fourth is pink, representing the
During this Advent season, as the | ight of ¢tfjhe
of us wi || attempt also to grow in readiness
Coming at the end of ti me. Simply put, t hat i gt
darkness of evil and to show us the way to righfeol




THE INTENTIONS OF THE HOLY FATHER FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

To better know O6the concrete problems th
of the missions, 6 the Holy Father asks
knowl edgeabl e and responsi bl e prayer on

troub
hi s
part

Uni veThlhat :t he scaonldadil enmd medy |l e el i mi nat e Wwo
For EvangEBhatzatthenpeoples of Europe may ove
truth of the Gospel which gives joy and to
Retirement Fund Y N r rln |n
for Religious SECOND COLLEC Ou ca Statb g g
Fund for RellitemsonWed., Jan. 4.
':‘(Our Jenerous o If you have a pickup, call Tom
/ Mhel ps to care fol Schwartz at 930995066. |
e 2 N d enabl es youn¢ T TTT T T
’ continue in acti Thanks to each and
es religious sister eyveryone who supported t F
for the Retirement d fourrecentsale,fk
provides vital suppg fc A o nt
needs of senior sig . and helped to =,z |
religious order pr . make it the ~“mm
ensur e that younge fsucceSSItwas___
continue the good ( = !

are not receiving the
on Thursday or Friday

cal | t+8h9e2 2 f3f iwa & ha tt h®3 &
woul d | i ke them sent

Are you thinking of becoming a Catholic? |Do
Catholic Faith? Or you have been away from t
i nquire on returning to the fait!H

RCIA 0The Rite of Christian I nitiation of |Adu
formation by which adults become full members in full communion with the Roman Catholic Church. Formation
classes are presently underwayn S u nhd atylfdbes Fami ly Life Center and |t he
web sitewww.smsj.org under ogrow in faith©o. We invite all th
other faiths and those baptized in the Catholic faith that would like to increase their knowledge in Catholicism.
If you are interested in learning more about the possibility of joining the Roman Catholic Church or is interested in
increasing their adult faith formation, contact Don Picardlgicard@consolidated.neir 936-697-0195.

Check our website for updated class information.

—
/,E; RCIA: Rite Of Christian Initiation for Adults

F



http://www.smsj.org
mailto:dpicard@consolidated.net

Calllng all KIDS!

Fr. Ed will hand out Candy Canes ¢
Dec. 3 & 4 to celebrate the Feast ¢

St. Nicholas. Come on down for yo
candy cane!

00 e Rasel Lao s hegel Lag ag el Regel Laoa Sagel]

DECEMBER 4, 2016

After 10:30am mass In the Hall G 2 ]

Everyone is Welcome to Come & Enjoy a Christmas
Parish Dinner. The Altar Society will furnish a complete
all-inclusive dinner with all the trimmings!

Door prizes &
an appearance by St. Nicholas!

(P.S. Coffee will be served in the Family Life Center after the
7:45 & 9am Masses)

St. Josephos Adult Ch
Fri day, December 9 -~ 6

All men and women of both parishes are invited to share in
RXU &KULVWPDV 3DUW\ DW 6W -RVHSK:V 3

Each person is to bring a wrappe
a covered dish or dessert . Me a't

eat, drink & be merry. Mixers will be available.



